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secured Conde's condemnation to death, and got the sentence
of death signed by the King, and the loth December fixed
as the date of the execution. The Guises would not suffer
even Conde's wife to see him, not even when she begged to
be allowed to do so once before he died "to give him
courage."

Just at this juncture Francis II fell ill; and a few days later
this incapable youth breathed his last, after a reign of seven-
teen months. He died on 5th December 1560, his name hated
throughout France owing to his surrender of himself and his
kingdom to such a rule as that of the Guises.

(1561-1574)

On Francis IPs death Catherine's second son, Charles, a
boy of ten, succeeded to the throne. Catherine was made, dur-
ing his minority, Queen Regent of France. And the first act
of her power was one which tells directly against the view
ordinarily held of her. The death of the Prince of Conde,
who was marked out as the leader of the Protestant party,
and whom they were already proposing to make King, must
have seemed highly desirable, not only in the interests of
Catherine's sons, but also in the cause of France; since the
death of their leader might be expected to paralyse the
Protestants, and prevent their commencing a civil war, as
they were now proposing to do Catherine, whose affetto di
signoreggiare had at last a chance of being gratified, desired
greatly that scope for showing her ability for ruling which
she would have as Queen Regent on behalf of a boy of ten.
On the other hand, Conde's existence seriously threatened
this; he had already headed two plots in succession which had
as their object to place him on the throne instead of Cather-
ine's son; and he had been openly spoken of by the Prot-
estants as "Louis XIII." Conde, in his prison, was ignorant
of Francis IPs death, and supposed that he himself had but
four days more to live; and Catherine had only to let the
law take its course.